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O RIENTATIO N O F NEW  BO ARD M EM BERS 
 

Ideal ly, the orientation of new Board m em bers shoul d begi n bef ore the person becom es a 
candi date for Board m em bershi p and cont inue through the first  few m onths of Board 
m em bershi p. 
 
Pre- candi dacy:  
 

Persons interest ed in becom ing candi dates for Board m em bershi p are encour aged to avai l 
them selves of ever y oppor tuni ty to becom e fam iliar w ith the school  syst em  well in 
advance of the filing date.  They shoul d attend Board m eetings,  vi si t school s, read 
w idel y, and discuss the school  program  with the Superintendent , board m em bers, 
princi pal s, teacher s, ser vi ce personnel , and ci tizens.  
 
Candidacy:  
 
Candidates for Board m em bershi p w ill be suppl ied w ith agendas for al l Board m eetings 
w ith ful l suppor ting inform ation.  It shal l be the duty of the Superintendent  to (1) suppl y 
the candi date w ith copi es of any Board publ icat ions such as the handbook,  budget  or 
di rect ory that he m ay request ;  (2) arrange for the candi date to tour the school s, the 
cent ral  of fice,  or any other part of  the Board’ s program ; (3) arrange for the candi date to 
discuss the school  program  with any Board personnel ; (4) provi de the candi date w ith 
access to any of the Board’ s recor ds except  conf ident ial  student  or personnel  recor ds;  (5) 
suppl y him  w ith any other inform ation that he shal l request .  The Board m em bers shoul d 
m ake them selves avai labl e to discuss any aspect  of the school  program  with candi dates 
for school  board m em bershi p. 
 
M em ber-elect : 
 
The Board m em ber-elect  shoul d attend al l m eetings of the Board, attend m eetings and 
training sessi ons of the W est V irginia School  Boards’  Associ ation, read pertinent  
literature such as the Am erican School  Board Jour nal , becom e fam iliar w ith the 
educat ional  sect ions of the W est V irginia Code, and if possi ble, vi si t innovat ive school s 
in sur roundi ng areas.   The Superintendent  and the Board m em bers shal l encour age the 
m em ber-elect  to ask quest ions and seek inform ation and shal l hel p him  in any way 
possi ble. 
 
 
SOURCE: Boar d of Educat ion M inutes 
 
DATE:  August  20, 1979  -  October  16, 2000 
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