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HARDY COUNTY FILE:   BFC 
 
 

CO DE O F ETH ICS FO R 
 SCH O O L BO ARD M EM BERS O F W EST VIRG INIA 

 
I. As a m em ber of the Board, represent ing al l the ci tizens of m y count y, I recogni ze:  
 
 A .  That  m y fel low ci tizens have entrust ed m e w ith the educat ional    
  devel opm ents of the chi ldren and yout h of the count y. 
 
 B.  That  the publ ic expect s m y first  and greatest  concer n to be in the best   
  i nterest  of  each and ever y one of these young peopl e w ithout  dist inct ion as 
  t o who they are or what thei r backgr ound m ay be. 
 
 C.  That  the future welfare of this count y, of  the state, and of the nation  
  depends in the largest  m easure upon the qual ity of  educat ion we provi de in 
  t he publ ic school s to fit the needs of ever y learner. 
 
 D .  That  m y fel low Board m em bers and I m ust take the ini tiative in hel ping al l 
  t he peopl e of the count y to have al l the fact s al l the tim e about  thei r  
  school s, to the end that they w ill readi ly provi de the finest  possi ble school   
  pr ogram , school  staff, and school  faci lities.  
 
 E.  That  legal ly the authority of the Board is derived from  the state which  
  ul tim ately cont rols the organi zat ion and operation of the Board and which  
  det erm ines the degree of discr etionary power lef t w ith the Board and the  
  peopl e of this count y for the exer ci se of local  autonom y. 
 
 F.  That  I m ust never  negl ect  m y personal  obl igation to the count y and m y  
  l egal  obl igation to the state, nor sur render  these responsi bi lities to any  
  ot her person,  group,  or organi zat ion; but that, beyond these,  I have a m oral  
  and ci vi c obl igation to the nation which can rem ain strong and freed onl y  
  so long as publ ic school s in the United States of Am erica are kept  free and 
  st rong.  
 
II. I n vi ew of the foregoi ng consi derations,  it shal l be m y const ant endeavor : 
 
 A .  To devot e tim e, thought , and study to the duties and responsi bi lities of a  
  boar d m em ber so that I m ay render  effect ive and credi tabl e ser vi ce.  
 
 B.  To work w ith m y fel low board m em bers in a spi rit of  harm ony and  
  cooper ation in spi te of di fferences of opi nion that arise during vi gorous  
  debat e of poi nts at issue.  
 



 2 

 C.  To base m y personal  deci si on upon al l avai labl e fact s in each si tuation; to  
  vot e m y honest  convi ct ion in ever y case,  unswayed by partisan bias of any 
  ki nd; thereaf ter, to abi de by and uphol d the final  m ajority deci si on of the  
  Boar d. 
 
 D .  To rem em ber at al l tim es that as an indi vi dual  I have no legal  authority  
  out si de the m eetings of the board, and to conduct  m y relationshi ps w ith  
  t he school  staff, the local  ci tizenr y, and al l m edia of com m unicat ion on the 
  basi s of this fact . 
 
 E.  To resi st  ever y tem ptation and outsi de pressur e to use m y posi tion as a  
  boar d m em ber to benef it ei ther m yself or any other indi vi dual  or agency  
  apar t from  the total  interest  of  the school  dist rict . 
 
 F.  To recogni ze that it is as im portant for the board to under stand and   
  eval uate the educat ional  program  of the school s as it is to plan for the  
  busi ness of school  operation. 
 
 G.  To bear  in m ind under  al l ci rcum stances that the prim ary funct ion of the  
  Boar d is to est abl ish the pol ici es by which the school s are to be   
  adm i nistered, but that the adm inistration of the educat ional  program  and  
  t he conduct  of school  busi ness shal l be lef t to the em ployed   
  Super intendent  and his/her professi onal  and ser vi ce staff. 
  
 H .  To welcom e and encour age act ive cooper ation by ci tizens,  organi zat ions,   
  and the m edia of com m unicat ion in the district  w ith respect  to est abl ishi ng 
  pol icy on cur rent school  operation and proposed future devel opm ents. 
 
 I . To suppor t m y state and national  school  boards associ ations.  
 
 J.  Fi nal ly, to strive step-by- step toward ideal  condi tions for m ost effect ive  
  boar d ser vi ce to m y count y, in a spi rit of  team work and devot ion   
  t o publ ic educat ion as the greatest  inst rum ent for the preser vat ion and  
  per petuation of our represent ative dem ocracy.  
 
 
SOURCE:  Handbook for W est V irginia School  Board M em bers 
 
DATE:  Sept em ber 1, 1970 – August  20, 1979 – October  16, 2000 
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