
HARDY COUNTY FILE:   IBC 
 
 

ACADEM IC FREEDO M  
 

Academ ic freedom  m ay be interpreted as bei ng the right of  an indi vi dual  to engage in 
teachi ng and/or learning w ithout  interference.   This freedom  does not exi st  w ithout  
responsi bi lity.  W hen the pursui t of  academ ic freedom  is exer ci sed on the part of  the 
teacher , it shal l take the form  of present ing a num ber of unbi ased vi ews of issues relevant  
to the subj ect  area bei ng studi ed in order to al low the student  to arrive at enl ightened 
concl usi ons.  
 
The basi c text book offers a gui de to appropriate topi cs for expl orations or discussi on in 
m ost cour ses.   Teacher s are encour aged to diver si fy thei r teachi ng approaches and al l 
appropriate teachi ng m ethods are accept abl e.  The m aturity level  of  the student s invol ved 
m ust always be taken into consi deration.  If there is any doubt  about  the appropriateness 
of m aterial  to be cover ed in cl ass,  readi ngs,  or resear ch to be done by student s, or 
teachi ng techni ques,  the teacher  m ust cl ear the potential ly cont rover si al  area w ith the 
princi pal  or di rect or of inst ruct ion. 
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